TEACHING ENGLISH
IN A SEMI -LITERATE
SOCIETY




ENGLISH — SOME FACTS

"English has official or special status in at
least seventy-five countries with a total
population of over two billion.

6.2% of the world population uses English
as the mother tongue - second only to
Chinese

English has more words than any other
language but only about 1% are generally
used.About one third of the more than one
million English words are technical terms. [5:5%




EFL speakers include over 1 billion people —
these Individuals remain in their native non-
English speaking countries, and learn English
mostly to enhance job prospects or
opportunities

Over one-quarter of the world's (6.2 billion)
population speaks English at least at a modest
level of proficiency. Demand from the rest of
the world Is expected to continue to evolve
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English in India:

Today English is India's
obsession number one. For
many, education Is
synonymous with English -




In a Ford Foundation funded
survey, nearly 99% respondents
salid that English was their best
bet for a good career.

If their children had to learn

only one language, they would
like them to learn English.
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ALTHOUGH A SOURCE OF
MOTIVATION , WHY IS ENGLISH
'‘DIFFICULT ' FOR MANY | NDIANS ?

It Is not a medium of expression.

Teaching does not provide support for
listening, explaining and understanding.

We do not ‘think’ in English.

It IS seldom a medium for the creation of g
an image.




| NDIAN ENGLISH SCENARIO

Indians have their own unique English.
The Indians and the Indian English
language press uses many words derived
from Indian languages.

Indian accent Is sometimes difficult for
non-indians to understand.

Some Indian words — curry, sari, kurta
have been accepted in English language




Poorly trained teachers with a lack of:
confidence

comprehension (even of very
elementary English

No opportunities for listening, speaking
or practicing acquired skills

Faulty pronunciations
Syntax errors

Fear of failure %



REASONS FOR THESE DIFFICULTIES

Undue emphasis on:
translations into native language
learning vocabulary ‘out of context’
memorizing spellings
grammar rules

Different scripts making decoding and
reading difficult

Focus on rote learning and writing rather
than comprehension and speaking

Lack of opportunity for practicing

acquired skills [E:—E%




M ETHODS OF T EACHING ENGLISH
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Lessons from China: Obsolete
Teaching Methods Reformed

To improve the overall level of English,
the Chinese Ministry of Education has
launched a campaign in 180 colleges to
reform obsolete English teaching methods
and strengthen new approaches.

The new reform aims to teach students
comprehensive "listening and
speaking" skills rather than

just "reading”, as was customary in the

past.




WHAT HAS CHINA MADE AVAILABLE
FOR ESL?

A new Internet and computer-based

English teaching system has been
Introduced.

A series of English teaching material is
designed.

The new standards set by the Ministry of
Education requiring listening and
speaking training Is introduced.

Easy access for good quality English
classes, anytime, anywhere!




ASER M AHARASHTRA
RESULTS

Reading and decoding Is a
problem

Children who could read could
comprehend the words they read
Pronunciations Is a problems all
throughout

Many children could not
understand oral questions




OBJECTIVES OF ENGLISH PROGRAM

Listen and speak Phonic Reading
Planned conversations  pPhonemic awareness:
Practice one-to-one Letter-sound
conversations correlation
Vocabulary Understanding blends
Ask questions/seek Making and reading
Information rhyming words
Frame full sentences (meaningful or

meaningless)
Decoding written text

Simple narration
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SALIENT FEATURES OF THE PROGRAM

Modular structure
Focus on listening and speaking

Phonic reading based on native
language skills

Weekly training of teachers
In-built activities and games




WHAT DO WE DO IN LISTEN AND SPEAK

Build confidence
Improve vocabulary
Give exposure to spoken language

Improve pronunciation through poems, chants
and planned conversations

Games and activities




WHAT DO WE DO IN PHONIC READING

Use 10-step phonic reading method to
decode simple words

Learn to ‘guess’ consonants in a word (pay
attention to the sequence)

Complete the cross words with the help of

picture clues

Make rhyming words



T RAINING

Pre-service: one week

n-service: weekly for 4 hours

~ocal points:

Demonstration of all teaching activities
Games and quizzes

Poems and chants

Use of teaching-learning material
Discussion about worksheets

Fun activities for teachers




T EACHING -LEARNING M ATERIAL

Listen and speak:
Conversation booklets
Question tags related booklets
Pronunciation word cards
Book of riddles

Reading practice
Graded reading practice cards
Book of cross words
Audio Cds
Worksheets



A SSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Pre-test with focus on:

Basic speaking skills
Asking questions
Answering In full sentence
Attaching letters to sounds

Post test with focus on:
Asking and answering guestions
Decoding words/sentences







